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submission to the suffering my stupidity involved on the
other, ultimately made me ashamed of myself, and cured
me of my stupidity in thinking that I was born to rule
over her, and in the end she became my teacher in non-
violence. And what I did in South Africa was but an
extension of the rule of Satyagraha which she unwillingly
practised in her own person.
But one of the visitors objected : " You do not know
Hitler and Mussolini. They are incapable of any kind of
moral response. They have no conscience, and they have
made themselves impervious to world opinion. Would it
jiot be playing into the hands of these dictators if, for in-
stance, the Czechs, following your advice, confronted them
with non-violence ? Seeing that dictatorships are unmoral
by definition, would the law of moral conversion hold good
in their case ? "
" Your argument," replied Gandhiji, " presupposes that
the dictators like Mussolini or Hitler are beyond redemp-
tion. But belief in non-violence is based on the assump-
tion that human nature in its essence is one and therefore
unfailingly responds to the advances of love. It should
be remembered that they have up to now always found
s ready response to the violence that they have used. With-
in their experience, they have not come across organized
non-violent resistance on an appreciable scale, if at all.
Therefore it is not only highly likely, but I hold it to be
inevitable, that they would recognize the superiority of
non-violent resistance over any display of violence that
they may be capable of putting forth. Moreover the non-
violent technique that I have presented to the Czechs
does not depend for its success on the goodwill of the dic-
tators, for, a .non-violent resister depends upon the un-
failing assistance of God which sustains him throughout
difficulties which would otherwise be considered insur-
"mountable. His faith makes him indomitable."